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MINUTES 

 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

July 27, 2021 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, 

Wilkinson; Councilors absent: Harpin, LaForest, Sweeney. A quorum was present. 

   

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the 

June 22, 2021 meetings. On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Lamb, 

the minutes were approved. 

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors. 

 

Eric Wilson, of St. Joseph’s Court, greeted the Council, stating that he was glad to be 

reappointed to the Disability Board. 

 

Anna Farrington, 49 Eagle Street, spoke in support of paper #11,985, attesting to the excessive 

speed she has witnessed on Eagle Street. Both her residence and business are located on Eagle 

Street.  She supports the installation of streets signs, a speed limit, a crosswalk and related 

signage, or whatever measures would be necessary to slow drivers down in that area. 

 

Joe Smith, 140 Pleasant Street, agreed with Ms. Farrington about the need to address speeding 

drivers. Mr. Smith thanked Councilor Lamb for introducing the paper, and for bringing forward 

paper #11,986 to address artistic crosswalks. 

 

11,862  Communication from Councilor Bona regarding the North Adams Youth  

  Council.  In City Council on July 13, 2021, it was VOTED to postpone to the 

  Meeting of July 27, 2021. 



On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to file the 

communication, without objection. The vote passed unanimously. 

 

11,922  Communication submitted by Council Sweeney regarding the “Not in My 

  County Pledge” for a county-wide campaign coordinated by BRIDGE. In  

  City Council on June 22, 2021 it was voted to postpone to the meeting of 

  July 27, 2021. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Counselor Lamb, it was VOTED to 

postpone to the meeting of October 12, 2021. The vote passed unanimously. 

 

 

11,983  Mayor’s communication #45 recommending Alyssa Sporbert for reappointment 

  to the North Adams Public Arts Commission for a term to expire May 1, 2025. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to approve 

the reappointment. The vote passed unanimously. 

 

 

11,984  Mayor’s communication #46 recommending Emily Johnson for appointment to 

  the North Adams Public Arts Commission for a term to expire May 1, 2025. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to approve 

the appointment.  The vote passed unanimously. Councilor Lamb noted that Ms. Johnson’s 

previous experience would benefit the Commission. 

 

 

11,987      An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams, 

  Chapter 2-30 Compensation of Employees Generally, Article III Classification 

  and Pay Plans, section B.   

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Lamb, it was VOTED to pass to 

a second reading and publish as required by law. Councilor Blackmer reported on the meetings 

of the Finance and General Government meetings. The Finance Committee supports the change 

to the ordinance. Discussion ensued that this paper addresses the all the concerns previously 

raised regarding pay scales and attracting qualified candidates to City positions. Councilor 

Blackmer stated that this changes codifies the City’s ability to hire according to a candidate’s 

experience. The vote passed unanimously. 

 

11,862-1 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North Adams,  

  Chapter 2 Administration, Article XXXIII North Adams Youth Commission, 

  Section 2-167 Establishment; Composition; Qualifications; Compensation. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED to pass to a 

second reading and publish as required by law.  Councilor Bona stated that he hopes this new 

wording will help reform the Commission, and move it forward to receiving more commissions. 



Councilor Sapienza agreed, hoping more young people will apply for an appointment. The vote 

passed unanimously. 

 

 

11,985  Communication from Councilor Lamb to investigate opportunities to help slow 

  traffic speeds and improve pedestrian safety on Eagle Street. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED to refer to the 

Traffic Commission and the Public Arts Safety Commission, with a return date of October 26. 

2021.  Discussion ensued regarding the fact that the paper is based on direct concerns expressed 

by residents. There have been numerous near-incidents/accidents. It is important to determine 

and provide best practices to help slow traffic and promote safety.  Councilor Bona suggested 

Public Works be consulted, pending the findings of the Commissions above. The vote passed 

unanimously. 

 

 

11,986  Communication from Councilor Lamb to request a joint review of the concept 

  of  artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic commission and the Public Arts 

  Commission. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Lamb, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED to refer to the 

Traffic Commission and the Public Arts Commission, with input from the solicitor, with a return 

date of October 26, 2021. Councilor Lamb stated that he is hoping for a fuller, more wholistic 

review in support of the artistic crosswalks, similar to those in many other communities. Several 

councilors spoke in support of having these crosswalks, both updates of existing ones and the 

installation of new ones. The votes passed unanimously. 

 

 

11,982  An order to change the salary for the youth services librarian from Step 1/S13 

  at $32,608 to Step 5 at $40,399. In City Council on July 13, 2021 it was voted 

  to refer to the Finance Committee with a return date of July 27, 2021. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED to approve 

the order. Councilor Bona noted that this is already in the budget; it is not an increase. Councilor 

Sapienza concurred.  Councilor Wilkinson stated that it is time for the City to start paying at a 

better rate in order to attract qualified candidates to fill open positions. Councilor Lamb noted 

that there had already been two hiring cycles in an attempt to fill this position, both of which 

failed due to salary issues.  Councilor Blackmer offered that perhaps the salary had been set in 

accordance with a different set of job requirements.  The vote passed by unanimously by yay and 

nay vote.  

 

The President called for Open Forum. 

 

Joe Smith, 140 Pleasant Street, stated that recent posts on Facebook show a growing frustration 

by the police union over the state of the public safety building, and a perceived lack of 

communication from City administration about moving to a temporary facility.  Mr. Smith asked 



that the line of communication be strengthened and that steps be taken to resolve the known 

issues surrounding the public safety building. 

 

Jen Barbeau, 473 Church Street, expressed concern that the Council and committees were not 

truly transparent because the online availability of meeting minutes was limited.  

 

As the Mayor was not present, the President called for committee reports and minutes. 

 

Councilor Lamb stated that the Community Development Committee met by Zoom and 

approved a DHCD for smart growth zoning. There will be a joint public hearing on August 9th. 

 

Councilor Wilkinson noted the various sounds of phones during meetings, and asked that all 

phones be silenced for future meetings. 

 

Seeing that there was no correspondence to address, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm on 

the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson. 

  

 

A True Record 

Attest,                                                         s/Cathleen M. King 

                                                                         City Clerk 
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